
 
 
North Glendale PTO Meeting Minutes 
February 2, 2021 
 
Questions or comments to: 
PTO Presidents: northglendalepto@gmail.com  
PTO Vice Presidents: northglendaleptovp@gmail.com 
 
Call to order at 6:32PM 

1) Welcome (5 minutes) 
        PTO Co-Presidents Lisa Nieman and Colleen Wolf to welcome and give a meeting overview. 
The PTO is beginning to develop the slate of candidates for the PTO Executive Board for 
2021-2022, please reach out via email if you are interested volunteering in this way. 
 
2) Review of November Meeting Minutes. Meeting Minutes Approved at 6:37PM 
 
3) Dr. Ulrich to give an update to discuss the ballot measure and answer questions that you 
may have (20 minutes) Prop R- Dr Ulrich created a power point to share with the NG 
community. Went on the ballot with unanimous support from the board, unlike prop S last 
summer. The board listened to the community and Prop R was put together using the input 
from the community. The Facility Master Plan helped guide this work, as well as the info from 
the parent, staff and community survey, input from principals, and the boundary adjustment 
committee. The plan has an emphasis on equitable access for every student. 
 
The Boundary Committee has over 100 parents, grandparents, community members, equity 
task force members, and an intentional engagement of residents of the Meacham Park 
Neighborhood Association. The Boundary Committee realized that all five elementary schools 
cannot have  equal enrollment- that enrollment needs to focus on the needs of the area and 
the building’s potential. This will be a multi year process, families will have the option for their 
children to remain at their current school. Younger siblings will also be able to stay together. 
 
The industry standard for school capacity is a goal of a school being at 85% capacity. 85% allows 
for flexibility year to year and alternative spaces for learning. The community does not support 
the building of a new elementary school. But Prop R will meet the classroom. Tillman will get 6 
grade level classrooms, westchester will get 8 grade level classrooms, nipher will get 4 
classrooms, north middle will get 8-10 classrooms, KHS would get 15 classrooms. The survey 
results said that parents understand the role of the schools within our community and the 
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community has spoken and Prop R will allow KSD to maintain the current class sizes. Focus is on 
equitable experiences for all kids.  
 
Prop R would result in these changes” 
KHS- Add 15 classrooms to maintain class size and address needs such as career and technical 
education and areas for innovative programs, relocate and secure main office, add security 
office on Essex side, enclose connection corridors, and add additional and updated security 
cameras and lighting around the perimeter of the building. 
 
Nipher- 4 additional classrooms to maintain class size, orchestra would be moved to a 
dedicated space designed for instrumental music, enclosed connection corridor to alleviate 
overcrowding in the hallways and increase security. 
 
North Glendale- secure entrance to improve visitor management, accessibility and safety 
improvements, upgraded restrooms, addition and updated security cameras and lighting. 
 
Everyone cares about the quality of education and that we must maintain current class sizes. 
Currently we have teachers at NG who are not able to maximize learning. 
 
Mrs. Sisul added that the secure entrance is a really big deal to her, to the front office staff, and 
to the teachers on the first floor. There is heightened anxiety with covid, but even outside of 
covid, these are challenging times and secure entrances would make her feel a lot better. 
 
Doesn’t remote learning alleviate some of this? The goal is for teachers and students to return 
to school in person for 5 days. There are a ton of resources being poured into remote learning 
and this is not a long term solution. Even with Covid, we are still at capacity in our schools. We 
do our best work at school and with the vaccine coming, we anticipate seeing everyone coming 
back. Sisul predicts that next year she will not have one extra classes. If she adds all the 
Kirkwood at Home virtual learners back, then there will not be enough classrooms next years. 
One classroom is only 450 square feet, the industry standard is 900 sqft 
 
If this passes, how soon would we get the new entrance to NG? Mike Romay: soon after prop R 
passes it will be put out to bid and the hope is to have it ready before the start of next school 
year.  
 
Is this caused by increased enrollment, or by boundary lines? Or both? Ulrich says that it is 
both- gradual steady growth over time plus uneven growth across the district. 
 
Is this really a no rate tax increase? New bonds will be issued and the tax rate will stay the 
same. The district only owes 2 more years on the last bond. It’s not a tax increase and the board 
has struggled with the right language to convey the bond measure. If anyone has an idea of 
how to convey that taxes will not go up, but it will cost money to do additions on the schools, 
Dr. Ulrich would love to hear your ideas. 
 

 



Will a vaccine be required once it is available for kids? The district will follow guidelines put 
forward by the state. 
 
 
3) Officers’ Report (5 minutes) 

a. Treasurers’ Report: Ann Bussen, Co-treasurer to review approved budget. 
b. Presidents’ Report: Black History Month Resources: 

For White Parents:  
Black History Month is a chance for white parents to learn how to talk about racism 
www.westories.org Family Learning program is now virtual 
NMAAHC Learning to Talk about Race This is a great first step if you are  
uncomfortable talking about race. 

For All Parents:  
Google Arts and Culture Curated Black History Month resources 
Undefeated 44 - Black History Heroes Everyone Should Know 
St. Louis County Library Virtual Black History Month Events 
Kirkwood PAT resource for young children 
Educator’s Toolkit for BHM from School Based Advocacy 
Searchable database of African American history from Zinn Education Project 

 
5) Committee Reports (3 minutes) 

 
6) Teachers’ Report (5 minutes) 
        Tom Butler to report on behalf of the teachers.  
 
7) Principal’s Report – NG Principal, Mrs. Sisul (5 minutes) 
         Update on kindergarten registration and Black History Month activities. Kicked off Black 
History Month with a video sent out and focusing on Kamala Harris’ book “Super Heroes Are 
Everywhere”. Conversations are happening about who can be a hero and what makes a hero. 
Bulletin boards are coming up and there will be a door decorating contest. There is a teacher 
committee to brainstorm BHM planning this year. BHM bracelets have been given out and 
bookmarks will be given to kids. 
 
8) Announcements (10 minutes) 

a. Picture Retake Day - February 4th 
b. Amazon Smile- Please add North Glendale PTO as the recipient of your Amazon Smile 

dollars at smile.amazon.com. If you shop on the Amazon app, you need to go to your 
settings and turn on AmazonSmile there. 

c. Dine Out nights- Give Back Night! Save the Date February 17th in support of Mike 
Duffy’s 

a. Coke Rewards and Box Top reminder 
b. Chess Club is back! Fridays at 4pm email Mr. J at chessmisterj@gmail.com 
c. Yearbook Committee wants your pictures! Please email them to 

northglendaleyearbook@gmail.com 
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9) Adjournment Meeting Adjourned at 7:51PM 

 


